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Matthew 16:21-28
Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”


Haven’t we all had a friend or a family member announce to one and all, perhaps even out of the blue, here’s a course I’m going to chart, something I’m going to do, that’s a big and shocking surprise to all concerned? Maybe it’s something that seems out of character or doesn’t feel like it’s in their best interest, or even – quite likely – an action that will change or erode our future friendships and relationships irrevocably. Maybe we can remember such instances in our lives and recall moments when we’ve said, loudly, “No! You can’t do this!” Self-preservation. We value our deepest connections and want them to continue, unbroken. 

Peter was, as we know, Jesus most beloved Disciple. We read a few weeks ago of how He helped Peter in his terror and distress during a storm at sea, by walking out on the waves and calmly leading him back to the safety of the boat, while at the same time demonstrating His divinity. 

Peter always knew who He was, but at the same time he deeply valued his human friendship with the Jesus of this earth, the Jesus of Galilee, the fisherman and carpenter, down to earth working man who related to Peter in so many regular guy ways and taught him new ways of thinking along the way.

And then He announces He is going to die.

Peter’s reaction: “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you!”

We’re human. We can see the Divine, often in our daily lives, but sometimes we fail to recognize it for what it truly is. We’ll mislabel or misinterpret it instead, as something else, a coincidence perhaps or just pure luck. We also like to deny quite a bit, especially those things that are so painful they’re difficult to process and accept, more so if they may be in the near future. It’s a protective action and entirely understandable. 

God is our Protector and He is always with us, whether we are aware of His presence or not.

The first thing we need to do is make ourselves comfortable with the idea that God is always present in our lives, even if He is not necessarily standing right next to us in human physical form, as Peter was fortunate to have in Jesus. Peter was of course, experiencing what we may call today anticipatory grief, along with the denial stage that comes with it. He doesn’t want to lose his friend and teacher. I’ll be the first to admit that Jesus’ reaction is a bit over the top: “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” But remember that Jesus is not actually calling his good friend Peter the devil incarnate… He is dramatically (as He often does in His teaching) pointing out the profound difference between the human and the divine. Jesus will not remain in the flesh much longer but He will remain deity and it’s essential that Peter grasp this point.

If we can wrap our minds around the concept that God (and also the living spirit of His Son Jesus Christ) are perfectly able to exist and influence our world and our lives without needing to be in the physical flesh as we currently are, then we are in a good position to live and grow as happy, faithful Christians, secure in His love for us and grounded in Jesus’ teachings while He was man.

The Love of Christ is a Golden Thread that joins the human and divine, in this world and the next.



Hymns: 

450 All hail the power of Jesus' Name!

379 God is Love, let heaven adore Him

228 Go Down, Moses (LEVAS)


Jubilate p. 82
Canticle: 10 The Second Song of Isaiah - p.86
Suffrages B p. 98
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