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Matthew 5:13-20
Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Sunlight. Look at the morning sunlight, streaming through the stained-glass windows… isn’t it beautiful? I often like to look at the morning sunlight and think to myself, “this is God, saying good morning to me”. Wonderful warmth and so many colors, coming through our beautiful windows here at St. Thomas.

In our Scripture reading for today, Jesus calls us to be the light of the world, asking us to shine our light before our others, so they may see our good works and thereby give glory to our Father in heaven. Shining a path for others and sharing our warmth.

It can be challenging, can’t it, to be sunshine all the time? Our moods and emotions are much like the weather, variable, clouds one day, bright sunny skies the next. Sometimes storms obscure our path and we’re in no condition to be of service to others, much less ourselves. Other times the grey days linger, with not much energy to match.

The light we have to offer doesn’t necessarily have to match up with a sunshiny, smiling mood. What matters is our essence, our inner spirit being that shines our offerings to the world, in the way that we can help others with each of our unique gifts.

Jesus continues: “whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called the least in heaven.” In other words, if you break one of the Ten Commandments and tell others it’s ok to do that, you are not looking at much of a reward in the hereafter.

However, Jesus is encouraging to positive role models: “but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” 

Hence His reference to “salt of the earth”: if people can preserve that which is good and holy and strive to be pure themselves, while ensuring that the society around them learns and absorbs those values, then like salt preserving food from spoiling, they are helping to keep society from crumbling and decaying. 

God gives each one of us unique gifts to help spread the Good News.

Did you know… there are different mineral salts used to create the colors we see in stained glass: copper salts create a wide array of vibrant blues. Gold chloride, despite its name, brings forth stunning reds and pinks. Cobalt, heated at different temperatures, will give rich blues or delicate lavenders. And iron salts are indeed the “salt of the earth”, yielding a range of greens and browns. Stained glass artists are aware of these properties and use them to create the windows we see in many of our churches, illuminating scenes from the Bible as God’s friendly morning welcome streams through, helping to tell the Gospel story in rich, colorful detail.

Each one of us, created in the image of God and given special gifts and talents unique to us that we can share with others, are a little like the bits of colored glass in these windows: receiving light, giving light and sharing our distinct blend with those in need, who pray and who may not realize a solution to their current difficulties is near at hand. The church and the congregation as a whole, can sparkle and diffuse a vast variety of light, like the stained-glass angels and saints that greet us every Sunday morning.

God is in the morning sunshine. Be the warm, welcoming sunlight.

Collect:

Set us free, heavenly Father, from every bond of prejudice and fear; that, honoring the steadfast courage of your servant Absalom Jones, we may show forth in our lives the reconciling love and true freedom of the children of God, which you have given us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.




Hymns:

Opening: 7 Christ, whose glory fills the skies
Gloria: 497 How bright appears the Morning Star
Closing: 419 Lord of all being, throned afar

Jubilate p. 82

11 The Third Song of Isaiah p. 87
Suffrages A
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