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John 4:5-42
Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”
Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.”
Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” They left the city and were on their way to him.
Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.”
Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. And many more believed because of his word. They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”




This past Sunday we had the joy of welcoming Bishop Shannon to our lovely church home and of witnessing Art’s Confirmation in the Episcopal Church. I’m sure many of us can remember that special moment when we were received into the church and made our commitment to both our Christian faith and to the church. It’s not a decision made lightly and the ensuing bond is one that gradually deepens over the years, as our faith understanding grows and we mature into later seasons of life and theological awareness.

Our Scripture reading today presents Jesus meeting a Samaritan woman at a well. 

In John’s day, this was a common narrative theme, a thread that ran through many stories, Biblical and others, told and retold in different ways, but they all essentially followed the same idea: a man on a journey, meeting an unmarried woman at a well, they talk, water is drawn, and the woman departs quickly to tell her family of the visitor, who is invited to the home for a meal and marriage follows soon after. 

The well as the site of betrothal. 

The meeting pattern can be readily seen in the Old Testament: witness Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob and Rachel, and Moses and Zipporah.

What’s different here, is that Jesus, a Jew, is encountering a Samaritan woman. Samaritans were not well-liked by the Jewish people of his time and the feeling was strongly mutual. There was great enmity between the two peoples: religious, cultural and political, as well as lingering resentment on the part of the Samaritans from the memory of their temple on Mount Gerazim and capital city of Shechem being destroyed in 128 BCE by the Jewish high priest John Hyrcanus. 

Further, He is not looking for a wife, not in the earthly sense. When he brings up the subject of the woman’s previous five husbands and His awareness of her current situation, she is amazed at His awareness and understanding of her life. Jesus is not seeking to flirt with her, and their back-and-forth dialogue reveals a rapidly emerging spiritual growth on her part, as she realizes the life-changing proposal He is making her, as well as who He is.

Joyful, excited, she runs back to her village, to share the Good News.

And indeed, there is a wedding, of sorts. The community accepts faith in Christ and they become believers, married to God’s loving kingdom, with the living water at the well as a token of their commitment.

As modern-day readers of John’s Gospel, how might we interpret their exchange? The Messiah as the bridegroom of the church proposes eternal life with Him, to all who accept His invitation.

In our Scripture reading today from the book of Exodus we hear how God commanded Moses to strike a rock with his staff and water, the source of life gushed forth to quench the thirst of the people he led through the desert. The people were weary from their journey and their trust in Moses, as well as in the Lord, was begin to severely fray. Trust, a cornerstone of faith, is an essential part of any marriage, as well as one’s commitment to God. They needed to believe that what was most essential to life: water, would be provided to them and it was.

In the Episcopal Church, there is great joy when a new member is received. We have a wonderful, beautiful church and it is truly special to be part of it.

However, our ultimate commitment is to God and to Jesus. In accepting His invitation and His love, we become one in union with Him.

Therefore, let Jesus’ living water be the wedding rings of our Christian faith.


Hymns:

Opening: 686 Come, thou fount of every blessing
Gloria: 685 Rock of ages, cleft for me
Closing: 690 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah

Venite p. 82

9 The First Song of Isaiah p. 86
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