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Wisdom 6:12–16 (The First Reading)
Wisdom is radiant and unfading,
and she is easily discerned by those who love her,
and is found by those who seek her.
She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her.
One who rises early to seek her will have no difficulty,
for she will be found sitting at the gate.
To fix one’s thought on her is perfect understanding,
and one who is vigilant on her account will soon be free from care,
because she goes about seeking those worthy of her,
and she graciously appears to them in their paths,
and meets them in every thought. 
Matthew 25:1-13 (The Gospel)
Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 



November is here and with it, eventual cooler weather. Winter is on the way. Now is the time to start preparing for the heating season. I think we’ve done a great job of that here at St. Thomas – thank you Judy! We’ve bought our home heating oil, natural gas propane and worked on improving our insulation to get ready for the inevitable polar vortex that will soon be here, plunging our region into the annual bitter sub-zero cold. This past week the temperatures have been wonderful – 70’s even! – a great time to put the gardens to bed and finish all those late autumn tasks that are best done while it’s still not too chilly to work comfortably.

Today’s Gospel reading introduces us to a wedding party where half of the members are well-prepared and the other half are very casual and take no care to have enough supplies in case there is need that evening.

It’s about preparation and planning. Faith asks us to believe in the face of uncertainty: not knowing the timing of Jesus’ return, but accepting His eventual coming as truth anyway. 

We don’t know when the harshest weeks of winter will come – it could be in February or maybe sooner, in December – but we still need to get everything ready so our outdoor plants and indoor plumbing don’t freeze.

Five of the bridesmaids didn’t know either, when the groom would make his appearance, so they just assumed they had enough oil for their lamps – he’ll be here soon enough! – and didn’t worry about bringing some extra with them.

But the other five, the wise ones, knew you can’t be sure of anything, so they packed some more lamp oil, just in case. They might have to wait a while, in the dark.

As His welcome guests, God is prepared to welcome us into His warm House.

Therefore, He wants us to be prepared for Him. We cannot know the hour of His coming.

Advent, the coming season of watching and waiting, is one of preparation. It’s a time of inner thoughtfulness. 

It’s ok to sleep and to dream… all of the bridesmaids did, both foolish and wise. One does not need to stay figuratively awake, which would be spiritually exhausting. But one needs their inner resources ready, to meet Him when He comes.

What does preparation look like? 

Each one of us, individually, has a calling. God has gifted us with talents, skills and opportunities to use in this world of need. Our innate gifts become our outward ministry: what we may do to serve others in our unique capacity. To cite examples: some folks here in our congregation are blessed with organizational skills that enable them to bring food and other essentials to the needy in our community. Others have carpentry and construction skills to help with the maintenance of our beautiful historic building, that it may continue to invite visitors to join us and possibly even stay on as members. We have some amazing chefs and bakers in our midst! If one has the finances to do so, donations to those in need, both animal and human, locally and around the world, are a significant witness to God’s command to each of us to be earth’s faithful steward. 

Our friends over at the Methodist church have joined us in sharing their light to brighten Brandon: the Food Shelf is well-stocked, Community Dinners are monthly and dedicated people lend their time and talents to ensure those in need don’t go without out. Our own church has likewise answered the call, quite literally, in making necessary supplies available to individuals and local students.


George and I of course, have worked professionally in music and studio recording for a combined century of knowledge, education and performance experience, which we’re able to share with you on Sunday mornings.

Each of these examples I cite are a form of spiritual preparation: God gives you the gifts to do or make something. You use them to make the world a better and welcoming place in His name.

One of George’s favorite Methodist hymns has a verse that sings: 
“Brighten the corner where you are”.

Like the wise bridesmaids with their well-stocked lamps, let us brighten the corners where we are.



Hymns: 

680 O God, our help in ages past

551 Rise up, ye saints of God!

541 Come, labor on

Jubilate p. 82
16 The Song of Zechariah  p. 92 
Suffrages A p. 97
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