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In today’s gospel reading in Luke, Jesus gets some questions from the Sadducees about heaven and marriage. His reply shows that heaven, or the other side is not what we might imagine it to be…Luke 20:27-38

Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus and asked him a question, "Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. Now there were seven brothers; the first married, and died childless; then the second and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. Finally, the woman also died. In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her."

Jesus said to them, "Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage; but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. Indeed, they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God, being children of the resurrection. And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive."


In His own words, Jesus says, God is the God of the living. 

So, pause for a moment. Ask yourself a question: what do I think heaven is like? We’ve all wondered that, at moments when we’re with a loved one who’s about to make the journey, perhaps on hospice, or a beloved pet we’re saying goodbye to. And at those moments, haven’t you wondered… what’s it like over there?

Give yourself a minute to think about it. Maybe it will look like this room we’re in together right now, actual physical space, with furniture like we’re sitting on, these stained glass windows… or maybe not… our service lasts an hour but then maybe time has no meaning over there and perhaps it doesn’t matter either. 

The point being, we cannot fully imagine what heaven or the next world is like. Our experiences with death and our current knowledge of biology make the concept of bodily resurrection challenging to accept. Most of us, (or maybe there’s a few exceptions) have had few or no encounters with angelic beings and find it hard to imagine ourselves somewhat like them after we die.

Here's Jesus’ invitation to us: Faith. Faith is accepting that Scripture, the words in the Bible are real. It calls for suspension of disbelief, as difficult as that is, running contrary to what our physical senses and logic are telling us. We are called to remain open to the ideas that are present in the Bible, accepting that they are actually true, even if we cannot prove them in a “scientific” sense. This brings us to God’s love, God’s welcome to His heavenly home.

When all of this is said and done, there is a welcoming feeling of peace, knowing, believing, understanding that our eternal future are happy and safe ones with God.

Why? Because we are children of God. All of us, each and every single one here, today, in this room.

So, there you have it… heaven, immortality and resurrection…

Imagine the unimaginable…
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